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birth to the reaction of the world upon our minds,
our souls; both have for their object principles which
are incomprehensible, unknowable, and beyond the
range of thought. Religion has the absolute;
science has, among other things, space and time.

The history of philosophy is only a series of
efforts aiming to realise the harmony between
science and religion. From the Greeks, who
believed that they perceived the same divine
reason working in both domains, passing by the
scholastic doctrines, which preached the identity
of their objects and their methods, and ending
with the philosophers of our own times, who believe
in the inevitable harmony between science, the
product of intelligence, and religion, the product of
feeling, how many schools and thinkers have been
toiling to prepare, to explain, and to realise the
friendly harmony between the two! Yet this
harmony is far from being concluded.

August Comte's effort is doubtless one of the
most characteristic. In wishing to make religion
the crown of science, and to erect its proud and
powerful kingdom opposite that of science, he
has only narrowed the limits of both. Religion
and science come forth singularly disfigured and
curtailed. Their boundaries are found to be
arbitrarily violated and marked. Science sees